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person doubts that the Union was wise. It found Scot-
land a poor country; it enabled her to become a rich Effects of
one. Scottish enterprise seized the opportunities that werethe Union*
opened to her; her trade and industry have grown
gigantic; her manufactures are found all over the world.
Thanks to the excellent system of national education,
based on the principle, for long strange in England, that
no one should be barred from school or college through
poverty, but that each should get a training suitable to
his abilities, the ordinary Scotsman was well able to use
the chances that were given him. There is, however,
much more than a mere gain in wealth. If before the
Union each kingdom had reason to be proud of its
national history, they can now glory every whit as much
in the later history of the joint realm of Great Britain.
Each had found the other a sturdy foe; since they agreed
to take the same side for ever, both have been the gainers,
and the valour displayed at Stirling, Falkirk, Bannock-
burn, Flodden has been more happily employed on many
a foreign battlefield, or in isolation in the forests and
trackless wastes of Canada, Australia, and Africa, for the
building up of a great empire.

CHAPTER 29
THE " 'FIFTEEN " AND THE " 'FORTY-FIVE "

In spite of the Act of Settlement, which had declared
the house of Hanover to be heirs to the throne, the last George i
few months of Anne's reign were months of great excite-
ment and uncertainty, Bolingbroke was at the head of
affairs; he was known to have plotted deeply with the
Jacobites and to favour the Pretender. But Anne died